Oestrone and equilin in the plasma of the pregnant mare.
A method for the extraction of oestrone and equilin from the plasma of the pregnant mare is described, and the levels obtained for eighty-two samples from fourteen Welsh Mountain Ponies at different stages of pregnancy are recorded. Oestrone (fifteen samples) and equilin (three samples) were not found before Day 120. From Day 120 to 240, oestrone levels exceeded 100 ng/ml and then declined to parturition. The high concentrations of oestrone in mid-pregnancy were associated with gradually increasing concentrations of equilin which tended to plateau after Day 180 at just under 100 ng/ml and declined significantly only in the last month of pregnancy. Evidence is presented that both oestrone and equilin occur in peripheral plasma largely as sulphates.